
 

 

Dear Neil, Tim, and Members of the Vestry, 

The task force studying the issue of same-gender marriages appreciates the trust placed in it 
by the Rector and Vestry. Recognizing the divergence of good-faith views on same-gender 
marriage, Bishop Andy Doyle allows clergy and parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
to choose whether to perform same-gender marriages. This task force has been charged with 
a discernment and recommendation process about what Palmer should do given Palmer’s 
experience, history, and nature as a parish. We do not presume to speak about or for other 
parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas or in the Anglican Communion. 

We have read and listened to many publications on the subject, including “Unity in 
Mission: A Bond of Peace for the Sake of Love” (Bishop Doyle); “Same-Sex Relationships 
in the Life of the Church” (Theology Committee of the Episcopal House of Bishops in 
which four bishops on different sides of the issue discuss their analysis); Krista Tippett’s 
discussion with David Blankenhorn and Jonathan Rauch about the future of marriage; 
reflections of a Presbyterian minister of the challenge presented and why he opposes 
extending the sacrament of marriage to same-gender relationships; and reflections of a 
Baptist minister of the challenge presented and why he supports extending the sacrament of 
marriage to same-gender relationships. We have also heard from a number of Palmers and 
report that there are differing views about this matter. 

The task force has put together documents that provide more information about the 
differing good-faith views around this issue. “Understanding Diverse Perspectives on Same-
Gender Relationships and Marriages” summarizes the continuum of approaches to same-
gender relationships and marriages. “Why People Are Opposed to Gay Marriage” analyzes 
the New Testament texts often discussed in debates over this issue. The “Conversation 
Guidelines” and “Brief Summary of Positions on Same Gender Marriage” are self-evident. 
A fifth document attempts to summarize parts of Bishop Doyle’s reflections in “Unity in 
Mission.” These summaries cannot do justice to the complexity of the arguments, nor to the 
care, depth, richness, and scholarship of those reflections; they simply attempt to 
encapsulate some of the primary themes. All five documents are part of this report and 
should be available to the parish. 

Our time studying, listening, discussing, and praying has convinced us of three things: 
reasonable people can hold differing good-faith views about this issue; this is not an ultimate 
issue; and no matter where an individual Palmer stands on this issue, we can move forward 
together in the bonds of grace, love, and mercy. 

After spending six months in discernment together, the task force unanimously recommends 
to the Rector and Vestry that Palmer embrace the celebration of same-gender marriages. 
Among the many reasons we make this recommendation, we highlight the following. 

First, Palmer as a community has been a sanctuary for all, one where we try not to have 
second-class members or guests. No matter how much pastoral care we say that we will give 
same-gender couples, the refusal to extend this sacrament to a particular group of people 
can only make them feel like second-class members of the Body of Christ. But there is no 
such thing. We extend the Gospel sacraments, Baptism and Eucharist, to all. We should 
likewise extend the five lesser sacraments to all. As Paul so eloquently states in Romans, 



 

 

there are no second-class citizens: our differences are infinitesimal compared to our 
similarities as fallen sinners dependent on God’s gracious justice and mercy and love. 

Second, marriage is a sacrament, an outward and visible sign of God’s fidelity to us; it is 
also an outward and visible sign of our fidelity of intent – for better for worse, for richer for 
poorer, in sickness and in health – toward another, our spouse. We believe that marriage is 
a growth opportunity, that we can grow and deepen in our love through fidelity to another, 
and that God desires this. We believe that marriages are more likely to survive across the 
years when they are sanctified and supported and embraced by the Church. We also 
recognize that unlike the two Gospel sacraments, marriage is one of the five other 
sacraments that evolved later in the Church. Sacramentalizing same-gender marriages will 
not harm traditional marriages. 

Third, Palmer’s mission is “To know and share the love of Jesus Christ.” Jesus had a lot to 
say about stewardship – of our thoughts, of our time, of our bounty, and of our 
relationships. His ministry was primarily relational. He exploded “us and them” thinking. 
He had such concern for “the other” that he invited Gentiles, unchosen and unclean 
according to the religious authorities of the day, into relationship with him and with God. 
We do not believe that God intended to exclude homosexuals from divine grace and mercy. 
And if that is not God’s intent, then as a matter of humility as well as discernment, Palmer 
should fall on the side of inclusiveness, not exclusiveness. 

While convicted that Palmer should celebrate same-gender marriages, we believe that it 
should be left to the conscience of individual clergy and lay ministers whether to officiate at 
or serve in a same-gender wedding. We also recommend that Palmer create a system for 
strengthening and supporting marriages. Marriage itself, as a secular institution and as a 
spiritual sacrament, is losing ground. It behooves all of us who believe in the fidelity of 
relationships – as icons of God’s fidelity in relationship with us and as laboratories for 
human growth in love – to support each other in that daily walk. 

Finally, we appreciate the thoughts of and conversations with our fellow Palmers. We 
recognize that this recommendation will not please everyone, nor could it. We believe, 
though, that we can move forward as a community unified in our mission. That mission – 
sharing the Good News with the broken, with the homeless, with the imprisoned, with the 
poor, with all – remains paramount. We can disagree about many issues, indeed we are 
stronger as a parish by acknowledging, accepting, and respecting each other in our 
differences, while keeping the Gospel message primary. To this we pledge ourselves as 
individuals and as members of the Palmer faith community. 
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